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THE COMPLEX’S 
REACTOR CORES ARE 
DANGEROUSLY 


UNS E. 
= TOO LATE TO 


BRING THE SYSTEM 
BACK ON-LINE-- THE WHOLE 
PLACE IS GOING TO GO 
UP LIKE NAGASAKI. 


... AND SECUR | 
THE PRIMARY OBJECTIVE, 3 
MR. JONES SIR. „4 








WEVEGOT <= 
LESS THAN THIRTY 
MINUTES TO COMPLETE } 
THE MOPPING UP 
ኤፒ OPERATION... 


DON'T WORRY-- = 
EVERYTHING’S UNDER 8 
CONTROL. 


IT’S GOING 3 
NICE AND SMOOTH -- 
МЕЦ. BE FINISHED 
HERE WITH TIME TO 


THE PRIMARY 
OBJECTIVE IS 








THE VERY 
SOURCE OF LIFE 
REFINED TO ITS ESSENCE-- 
PURE ENERGY. 


> JUST IMAGINE 
Ў WHAT SUCH TECHNOLOGY 
\ COULD ACHIEVE IN THE 
“ҮС... RIGHT HANDS. 





ም. 
{ FIND OUT SOON ~ : : POOR GABRIEL-- Y 
ENOUGH, 24 _ = y ፲ KNEW HIM 
кт ' ES 7ГЕ \ WELL. 


Ж ONCE I'VE 
UPDATED THE 





IT LOOKS LIKE 


THOSE PHAGE FREAKS 
DIDN'T LEAVE MUCH OF HIM-- 
POETIC JUSTICE ፲ WHAT’RE 


SUPPOSE. STILL, THERE'S 
7 SOMETHING A LITTLE ЖАО; So ) 5 
CREEPY ABOUT SEEING | ОСКЕН 


АМ ag FRIEND y ARCHANGEL?! 


YOU WERE 
FRIENDS?! 














ARCHANGEL-- 
GABRIEL VERLAINE-- 
AND I GO BACK A 
LONG WAY. pp 











WE FOUNDED 

BIOCORP AND RAN THE 
XENOCYDE PROGRAM 
TOGETHER. 














AFTER THE 
ХЕМОСУРЕ DEBACLE, 
BIOCORP WAS SUBJECT TO 
A SENATE INVESTIGATION. 
I NEEDED TO PROTECT 
THE COMPANY AND 
MYSELF. 





BUT AS THE 
| - AUTHORITIES CLOSED IN, 
i HE WAS APPARENTLY KILLED 
es СЩ ya RESISTING ARREST, 2 
THAT GABRIEL WAS SOLELY Y y — 
RESPONSIBLE FOR OUR JH እ E 
MORE QUESTIONABLE < ም ል RATHER 
ACTIVITIES, | | | «е RUSE, 


if [N Y 














AL) 
















INA SENSE, 
GABRIEL VERLAINE 
DID DIE. 








HE USED HIS 
EXPERTISE IN GENETICS 
TO LITERALLY REINVENT 


ደ 
HIMSELF. STILL YOU 


KNOW WHAT THEY 
SA! 






HE WAS REBORN-- И 
RESURRECTED-- AS ፊ 
ARCHANGEL. : 


ALL THIS 
TIME... I THOUGHT 
YOU WERE DIFFERENT. WHY? 
BUT YOU WERE JUST уңу DID You 
THE SAME AS... Аб Ж. DO IT? 
ARCHANGEL. «С» - 


I SHOULD г 
HAVE THOUGHT 
THAT WAS 


Y THE TECHNOLOGY 
THAT PRODUCED THE TWO 
OF YOU LED INEVITABLY TO 
THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE 
LADDER AND FINALLY THE 
ULTIMATRIX. £ 


МЕКЕ TALKING 
ABOUT THE POWER 
OVER LIFE AND 
DEATH. 


TO CONTROL 
IF I COULD 
THAT-- THERE'S NO SAVE HER LIFE 


PRICE TOO HIGH WOULD YOU STILL 
THINK 50? 


YOU'RE 
А CRAZY, JACOB-- JUST ¥f 
LIKE ARCHANGEL 4 


I DIDN’T SHOOT 
HER WITH A CONVENTIONAL 
BULLET. IT WAS LOADED WITH 
А NANOVIRUS THAT IS STEADILY 
„ BREAKING DOWN HER ENTIRE 42 
GENETIC STRUCTURE. መ 


SHOULD’VE 
KILLED YOU 


NOT ONLY DIAGNOSES 


THE PROBLEM IN A MATTER OF \ 


SECONDS BY ANALYZING A 
SINGLE MOLECULE OF 
HER BLOOD... 


IT WILL DISRUPT > 
EVERY MOLECULAR BOND-- 
UNTIL ALL THAT REMAINS IS 

A PUTRID PUDDLE OF 
SLUDGE. 


፦ ІТ 
SYNTHESIZES AND 


\ ADMINISTERS THE ANTIDOTE 


SIMULTANEOUSLY. 
SHE’LL 
BE GOOD AS 
NEW IN NO 
TIME. 











THE ANTIDOTE-- YOU MADE у 
IT’S WORKING. SH ME BELIEVE THIS 
WAS AS GOOD AS DEAD. 7 STILL WAS ALL ABOUT 
YOU... YOU BROUGHT THINK I'M THE LADDER. 


HER BACK. 


BUT IT WAS 
THE ULTIMATRIX 


’T IT? ያ SIMPLY DECODED 
ASA II THE 3 BILLION OR SO 
LETTERS OF THE 
HUMAN GENOME. 
2 THE ULTIMATRIX 
REPRESENTS A BREAK- 
THROUGH IN GENETICS 





... A SOURCE 
OF POWER COMPARABLE 
TO THE PROCESSES THAT 
ENABLE THIS COMPLEX’S 
FUSION-FISSION REACTORS 
TO FUNCTION. 
















MAYBE YOUVE 
CURED HER, BUT 
YOU DID THIS 
TO HER/ 







YOU THINK 
THAT MAKES 
YOU GOD?! 


THE ULTIMATRIX 

IS THE MEANS TO 
RNESS THE ENERGY 
HAT IS THE SOURCE 


- OF ALL LIFE. THE POWER TO 


REMAKE CREATION-- 

TO REWRITE THE GENETIC 

CODE OF EVERY LIVING HUMAN 
BEING-- AS EASILY AS ARRANGING 
THE PIECES ON A SCRABBLE 

BOARD. ТЛЕ 
I COULD PRACTICALLY 
MOULD MANKIND Ў BROUGHT HER BACK 





LIKE CLAY-- AS FROM THE DEAD, 
GOD DID. HAVEN’T I? 
YOU SAID SO 
YOURSELF. 


፦ IS TO 
BE AS GOD 
IS. | 







LEAVE HER OH I QUITE 
ALONE. SHE’S BEEN AGREE-- SHE 
HURT ENOUGH HAS SUFFERED 
ALREADY. ENOUGH. 


AS WELL AS 
BEING A GENIUS, GABRIEL 
WAS DERANGED. GOD KNOWS 
WHAT DEGRADATIONS HE 
DEVISED TO CONTROL 
AND EXPLOIT HER 





LIKE YOU 
DIDN'T CONTROL 
AND EXPLOIT ME, 

RIGHT? A 





YOU TRIED TO 
LIVE A NORMAL LIFE THAT 
RESULTED IN THE DEATHS OF 
YOUR FRIENDS AND YOUR OWN 
BURNING DESIRE TO RENOUNCE , 
THE LIFE OF A VAMPIRE. « 


፲ USED ALL 
MY RESOURCES TO 
FIND YOU AND OFFER 
YOU THE CHANCE OF 4 Ж” 
А CURE 


ОН УАМРІ, 
CAN'T YOU SEE 
THAT ALL I'VE EVER DONE-- 
OR WANTED TO DO-- WAS 


TO REEL 
ME IN WHEN YOU 
NEEDED ME, YOU 
MEAN. 
TO USE ME 
TO GET THE LADDER 
BACK FROM 
ARCHANGEL. 





ALL I'VE 
EVER WANTED 
TO DO IS HELP 
PEOPLE. JUSTAS ፲ 
CURED XENOCYDE, 
I CAN CURE 
YOU... 








WHAT ARE 
YOU TALKING 
ABOUT? 


A SAMPLE OF 
YOUR BLOOD HAS 


BEEN PROCESSED BY IT SUCCESSFULLY 
THE ULTIMATRIX SYNTHESIZED WHAT YOU'VE 


BEEN LOOKING FOR ALL 
THIS TIME. 


THIS IS IT: 
THE CURE TO YOUR 


YOUR 
QUEST IS OVER, 
УАМРІ. 


THIS IS YOUR N 
GRAIL-- JUST ONE SIP Ñ 
AND YOUR THIRST FOR ነ 

እ BLOOD WILL BE A THING J 

OF THE PAST. 


> TAKE 
ሸ-- YOUVE 
EARNED IT, 


መ 


O THIS i 
REALLY MAYBE I 
2 COULD DRINK THAT 
MY “GRAIL”? У У STUFF AND TRY TO LIVE А 
VERY POETIC, ገ ; # 


BUT 
THERE’S JUST 
ONE SNAG-- 


— = 

COULDN’T 

LIVE WITH 
MYSELF. 





IT’S NOT N 
ል CURE-- IT’S Y” \ N 
POISON. 4 AND I’D 
RATHER DIE ТНАМ 
HAVE IT FLOWING 
ІМ MY VEINS 


I MAY ፡ 
WANT TO BE HUMAN-- 
BUT NOT AT ANY 
COST. 


YOU DON’T ~ 
UNDERSTAND WHAT 











АНЕ WORLD 


IS ABOUT TO 
CHANGE, AND UNLESS 
VAMPI. | YOU CHANGE ТОО 
YOU'LL BE MORE 





WHO 
SAYS SHE'S 


ALONE?! 





CAN'T YOU 
SEE? ALL THIS 
VIOLENCE IS 


UTILE. W 
FUTILE FIGHT THE FUTURE 
WHEN YOU COULD 
EMBRACE IT? 


YOU WERE 
SAYING? 


THE ULTIMATRIX 
IS THE MEANS TO CURE 
THE WHOLE SICK WORLD 
OF ALL ITS ILLS. 
TO CREATE A ' 
WELL-ORDERED SOCIETY 
WHERE IMPERFECTION HAS 
BEEN ENGINEERED OUT 
ON A FUNDAMENTAL, 
GENETIC LEVEL. 


I WANT TO REWRITE 
THE CURRENT PROGRAM AND 
REPLACE DIVERSITY, INEFFICIENCY 
AND MISERY WITH CONFORMITY, 
PRODUCTIVITY AND 
CONTENTMENT. 


















THINK 
OF THE WORLD 
AS A BIG COMPUTER, 
I'M JUST UPGRADING 
THE SOFTWARE. 










I KNOW YOU 
WON'T UNDERSTAND 
THIS, JACOB -- Ж 





SSL ኢፌ N 


BUT IT’S N 
BECAUSE ፲ CAN 
= IMAGINE IT THAT І 
\ HAVE TO FIGHT ሪ 


YOU’RE 
JUST FIGHTING 
THE INEVITABLE. 


THERE WILL 
BE NO NEED FOR 
VIOLENCE IN THE NEW 
WORLD ORDER. 


IF YOU CONTINUE 
TO RESIST-- TO REJECT 
MY GIFT-- YOU'LL BE CONDEMNING JS 
YOURSELF TO GENETIC / YOU'LL ВЕ AS 


m је. መሮ ABERRANT AND MONSTROUS 
Қ» ж AS THE XENOCYDE PROGRAMS 2 


OTHER MISTAKES, AND DOOMED 


А TO SHARE THEIR 





” SO ANYONE 
WHO DOESN’T FIT 


I FOUGHT 
ARCHANGEL, WHY 
WOULD I GO ALONG 


\ FOR EXTERMINATION, 
~ IGHT JACOB? 


BUT THIS IS 
DIFFERENT. 
TOTALLY 
DIFFERENT. 


DON'T YOU ግ 
UNDERSTAND? y 
ብ ~ LOVE?! 


= YOU WANT 
„YOU, vampi | TO REPROGRAM 
p- | ME AS ል STEPFORD 
| WIFE. 


I COULD 
NEVER LOVE YOU 
JACOB! 





NOTHING WILL 





қ ALL OF THIS-- 
THAT'S THE ~ THE ULTIMATRIX WHAT YOU THINK BE REAN IO ANTONE 
BEAUTY OF THIS } WILL CHANGE YOU IN YOU ARE-- WILL MEAN I MADE. 


SAT WAYS YOU CAN'T EVEN MA NOTHING TO YOU, тола eee 
==. 2 EVEN REMEMBER А 


TIME WHEN YOU 
DIDN’T LOVE 
ME. 


E) 


7 


YOU KNOW 
I CAN'T LET YOU ) 























YOU COULD 
HAVE LIVED FOREVER 
МА PERFECT 
WORLD. 


THIS IS 


WHAT YOU WANT, ) 
~ ISN'T IT? a 


THE ULTIMATRIX-- 
IT CAN STILL BE 
YOURS... 


' DON’T DESERVE 


EVERYTHING... 
YOUVE RUINED 
EVERYTHING 


BUT YOU i ес 
ТНАТ-- І YOU'RE JUST A GOING TO SEND 
THAT = ANOTHER MONSTER LIKEND YOU... 

THAT DEAD THING WHOSE 
GENES WE SPLICED 
INTO YOUR DNA. 


Ж. ORITCANN N 
BURN DOWN THERE, 
==>: IF YOU DON’T LET 
Y, HER FATE XENOCYDE GO. , 
LIKE YOURS-- 15 — 
ዲ INEVITABLE. JUST 
S СМЕ IT ОМЕР 


(IVY SURE THING, 
N JACOB. 


































































































4 C“MON, 
LET'S GET 
OF HERE 


" ISTILL “м 
OWE HIM THA 
AT LEAST. 


WE CAN 
STILL GET OUT 
OF HERE. 




















WELL 


1 JACOB, 
THERE IT ALL ARCHANGEL-- THE 
б ULTIMATRIX-- THE LAST 
CHANCE OF A NORMAL 
LIFE I'LL PROBABLY 
EVER HAVE. 


STILL, 
IT IS KIND OF 
IRONIC. 


YOU WANTED 
TO BE CURED BUT, 
YOU WERE ALWAYS TOO 
HUMANE TO BECOME 
TRULY HUMAN. 


YOU PROVED IT 
WHEN YOU REJECTED THE 
CURE-- AND TRIED TO SAVE 
JACOB, IN SPITE OF 
EVERYTHING. 


BECOMING 
HUMAN WAS NEVER АМ 
OPTION FOR ME. 


— 


BUT IT’S GOT - 


( NOTHING TO DO WITH 


BEING HUMANE. „шл 


“HUMAN” 
PEDIGREE, 
HUH? 




















